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GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, STRATIGRAPHY COMMISSION 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Geological Society Stratigraphy Commission,  

11
th

 February 2015, at Burlington House, London, in the Council Room. 

 

Present  Apologies 

Dr T Barry [TB] Dr A Coe [AC]  

Dr P Bown [PBo] Dr D Condon [DC] 

Prof J Cope [JC] Dr J Gregory [JG] 

Prof. A Gale (Chairman) [AG] Prof. S Hesselbo [SH] 

Prof. P Gibbard [PG] Dr M Hounslow [MH] 

Dr J Marshall [JM] Dr D Kemp [DK] 

Dr A Smith [AS] Dr A Kerr [AK] 

 Dr K McNamara [KM] 

 Dr M Oates [MO] 

 Prof. P Pearson [PP] 

 Dr J Powell [JP] 

 Prof. P Rawson [PR] 

 Dr C Storey [CS] 

 Dr O Sutcliffe 

 Dr C Waters (Secretary) [CW] 

 Prof. M Williams [MW] 

 Dr J Zalasiewicz [JZ] 

 

Item 1 Apologies 

In the absence of CW, TB acted as Secretary. Well wishes for a speedy recover to CW 

and PR. 

 

Item 2 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 22
nd

 October 2014 

The minutes from the previous standard meeting were accepted without modification. 

  

Item 3 Matters Arising 

1) All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, especially related to the 

section on British GSSPs. Action ongoing. MH has been told by Society that he will 

need to undergo additional training, but can still make minor changes. 

 

2) AG to circulate draft Science Strategy for comment to Commission members. Action 

ongoing.  
 

3) PB and PP to draft letter to Stan Finney requesting clarification on the capitalization 

of Early Mid or Late. Action ongoing. Dealt with under item 6.1. 

 

4) CW submit Silurian GSSP article for Geoscientist online. Action ongoing. Encourage 

CW to resolve recent set-back with BGS to get this submitted.  
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5) All to consider potential joint Commission/specialist group meeting on the topic of 

“mud”. Action closed. AC reported that the Lyell Meeting 2015 will be on “Mud, 

Glorious Mud, and Why it is Important for the Fossil Record” on 11
th

 March.  

 

Item 4 Publications 

4.1 Editorial report 

No progress report was available in advance of the meeting. 

 

4.2 Tertiary 

We were very sad to note the sudden death of Chris King. AG and TB are working with 

GSPH to get through the queries on the proofs of the nearly completed SR volume. 

Regards a meeting to launch the volume, and now also to commemorate Chris King’s 

work and life, it was suggested that a Lyell meeting could be proposed joint between 

TMS, Engineering and Strat Commission. Former colleagues could be speakers, and it 

could be include student involvement. Suggested names were Hayden Bailey and JG, 

Mike De Freitas, Jackie Skipper. Could have a good speaker on the subject the night 

before the meeting. 

 

Also consider doing a piece on Chris King for Geoscientist. 

 

Action: CW to contact Georgina Worrall about possibility of special meeting celebrating 

the Tertiary Report. Also discuss with AC to mention to Science Comm.  

 

Item 5 Thematic meeting 

 

If proposals for meetings have been rejected in the past, could we find out why they were 

rejected. Also under the discussion it was felt that Burlington House ought to come to the 

next meeting to explain the pricing policy for meetings. It was felt that recent meetings 

were too expensive and would put most people off. 

 

Action: CW and AC to find out why past meeting proposals were rejected. CW to invite 

a member of BH to the next Strat Comm. meeting to explain the current pricing policy 

for scientific meetings. 

 

Item 6 AOB 

6.1 Yorkshire Geological Society were looking for our support for a forthcoming Chalk 

Symposium involving fieldtrips/meetings from 10
th

 to 13
th

 September We are obviously 

unable to co-sponsor the meeting, but would be very happy to endorse it. 

Action: AG to email the YGS to support their meeting. 

 

6.1 PB explained how there was no good basis for keeping the ‘ae’ spelling, as in, for 

example, Archaean. The committee recommended to go with the spelling on the ICS 

chart, and that this should be conveyed to GSPH.  

Action: PB to draft a recommendation for GSPH, which should be given to TB to 

forward to Angharad Hills. 

 

Regards the use of the terms Lower, Middle, and Upper. At the moment the definition of 

when to use the formal nomenclature was not clear, and the recommendation of an 
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amendment should be made to the ICS to clarify. The recommendation should suggest 

that the chart should be formalised, and used as the standard for which terminology is 

taken. 

Action: PB to draft a recommendation for ICS and feed through CW to Stan Finney.  

 

6.3 Cenozoic sub-series and sub-epochs 

These should be used for stages, but if used should also be on the ICS chart. 

Action: PB and PP to draft a recommendation for the ICS on Cenozoic sub-series and 

sub-epochs. 

 

Item 7 Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 20
th

 May 2015 in the Council Room. 
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----- Summary of actions ----- 

 

Action (ongoing): All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, 

especially related to the section on British GSSPs. 

 

Action (ongoing): AG to send draft Science Strategy for comment to Commission 

members. 

 

Action (ongoing): PB and PP to draft letter to Stan Finney requesting clarification on the 

capitalization of Early Mid or Late. 

 

Action: CW to submit Silurian GSSP manuscript to Geoscientist. 

 

Action: MH to draft and circulate a response of the Commission to Angharad Hills on 

the proposed Code of Publishing Ethics in relation to sample collecting. 

 

Action: CW to contact Georgina Worrall (copied to AG and PP) about possibility of 

special meeting celebrating the Tertiary Report. 

 

Action: CW and AC to find out why past meeting proposals were rejected. CW to invite 

a member of BH to the next Strat Comm. meeting to explain the current pricing policy 

for scientific meetings. 

 

Action: AG to email the YGS to support their meeting. 

 

Action: PB to draft a recommendation for GSPH, which should be given to TB to 

forward to Angharad Hills. 

 

Action: PB to draft a recommendation for ICS and feed through CW to Stan Finney. 

 

Action: PB and PP to draft a recommendation for the ICS on Cenozoic sub-series and 

sub-epochs. 

 


